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Persecutions

Christianity started spreading

outside of Jerusalem following
martyrdom of St.Stephen.The
Christians faced persecution from
both Jews and Romans.

Stoning of St.Stephen is depicted
in the picture here..






Roman Persecution

The main persecutors were
Nero,Domitian,Trajan,Antoninus Pius,Marcus Aurelius
etc.

Christians faced the worst of the persecution from
Romans.

Persecutions did not weaken the church rather
strengthen the faith and unity of church.

A picture of Emperor
Nero playing the fiddle
While Rome burned.
(Great fire of Rome

64 AD).




What provoked the
Romans?

O

They thought Christians are not obedient to Roman
Gods and emperors.

Christians refused to offer sacrifice to Roman Gods.
Unwillingness of christians for military services.

They thought Christians practising cannibalism in
worship(The symbolic practice of eating the flesh
and drinking the blood of Christ in worship).

O




Who ended the persecution

MILAN proclamation by
Emperor Constantine ended
Christian Persecution.

Also called Edict of Milan in AD
313.

Established religious toleration
of Christians in Roman

Empire..




Challenges to Christian faith

Emergence of various ‘isms’ such as

Gnosticism-Salvation through knowledge(Gnostics believed God
did not create the world).

Montanism:A heretical movement found by Montanus in 2 nd
century.Montainists believed in spontaneity of Holy spirit.

Schism:A split within church based on belief when persecution
happens.

Manikkianism:Body and activities of body are evil.

Monarchianism:Denied trinity of God.



Universal Synods

Orthodox churches have accepted first 3 holy
synods aimed to deal with disturbances within
church.

1.The Synod of Nicea
2.The Synod of Constantinople

3.The Synod Of Ephesus.
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Synod Of Nicea

First Synod of the church.

Convened by Emperor Constantine the Great in AD
325.

318 church fathers attended.
Rejected the teachings of Arians.

Formated the first two paragraphs of Nicene creed

along with few canons.

— —

NICENE CREED

1 DELIEVE IN ONE GOD. THL FATHIR ALMIGHTY. MAXIR
OF HEAVEN AND SARTH OF ALL THINGS VISIME AND
INVISISLE. | BILITVE BN ONT LORD [1SUs CHRIST,
THE ONLY BIUOTIEIN SON OF COO. BOMN OF THE
TATHER RIFORE ALL AGES. GOD FROM GOD, LIGHT
FROM LAGHT. TRUE GOD #REOM TRUE GOD, RCOTTEN.
NOT MADE CONSUBSTANTIAL WITH THE FATHER
THROUGH MM ALL THINGS WERL MADI. FOR US MIN
ANIDY FOE CVIN SALVATION M CAME IXOWN PROM
FIFAVEN. AND NY THE FOLY SPIRIT WAS INCARNATE OF
THE VIRGIN MARY. AND S32CAME MAN FOR OUR SAXE
HE WAL CRUOCIFIFD UISNDER PONTIUS FHLATY M5
SUITERID DIATH AND WAL BURIED, AND ROST AGAIN
ON THE THIRD DAY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
SCRIPTURES HME ASCINDID INTO MEAVEN AND IS
SEATED AT THE FUGHT MAND OF THE FATHIE HE wilh
COME AGAIN IN GLORY TO [UDGE THE LIVING AND TIiE
DEAD AND IS KINGDOM WILL HAVE NO IND. | 3e11eve
AN THE BEONY SPIRIT T ORI, THE CIVER OF LIFE,
WHO FROCETIDS FROM THE FATHIR AND THE SON. WHO
WITH THE FATHER AND THE SON 1S ADORED AND
CAORIFIID, WHO MAS SPORIN THROUGHK THE
FROTHETS. | SELIEVE 1N ONE. HOLY. CATHOLIC AND
APOSTOLIC CHURCH. | CONFESS ONE BAFTISM FOR THE
FOAGIVINEISS OF SINS AND | LOOK FORWARLD TO THE
BESURRKPOTICON CFF TR F DA ANT THE LIFF OF THY

WORLD TO COME AMEN. J




Arian’s teachings

Son(Jesus) and Father are not equal.
Son and Holy spirit are not absolutely God.

Son is not created eternal.

Father is the only real God so son is neither
complete God or complete man.

Nicea council rejected these claims

There was a time when the son was non-existent.

Who uses
The Holy Spirit

in many ways




Synod of Constantinople

Convened in AD 381

Reaffirmed the resolutions of Nicea and modified
the faith.

Convened by Emperor Theodosius.
150 church fathers participated.

Rejected the teachings of Apollinaris and Bishop of
Constantinople(Macedonianism)




The heretics

Apollinarianism:
Jesus could not have a human mind

Jesus had a human body but a divine
mind

Jesus was a complete God.

Macedonianism:
Holy spirit is not God

Holy spirit is subordinate to Father
and Son



This is what
we christians
believe in

Apostle’s Creed

(Nicea 325 AD)

believe in God.
he Father Almighty,
“reator of heaven and earth.

believe in Jesus Christ,

{is onlv Son, our Lord:

Vho was conceived of the Holv Spirit,

f the Virgin Mary,

mnder Pontius Pilate.

vas crucified, died. and was buried.

Ie descended into hell.

“he third dav He arose again from the dead.

1e ascended into heaven

its at the right hand of God the Father Almightv,
vhence He shall come tojudge the living and the dead.

believe in the Holv Spirit,

he holv *catholic church,
:ommunion of saints,
orgiveness of sins,
esurrection of the body,
ife everlasting.

Amen.

Nicene Creed
(Constantinople 381 AD)

We believein one God,
the Father, the Almighty.
Makerofheavenandearth,

17 ¢hnAsticr =aay fais1maay
of alithat is, seen and unseen.

We believein one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,
eternally begotien of the Father,
God from God, Ligh
true God from true God,

alvation
me down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spinit
he was bom ofthe Virgin Mary.
andbecameman.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered died and wasburied.

On the third day herose again
in fulfillment ofthe Scriptures:
he ascendedinto heaven
andis seated attheright hand ofthe Father.
He will come againin glory tojudge the living andthe dead,

and his kingdomw

X ond
Aave no ena.

We believe in ONE HOLY CATHOLIC and APOSTOLIC Church.

We acknowledge ons baprism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resumrection ofthe dead,
andthelife of the world to come. Amen.




Synod of Ephesus

Held in AD 431. Nestorianism:

Convened by Emperor Theodosius 2. Emphasized there is a distinction between human

and divine nature of JeSUS.
198 participants from different churches.

Virgin Mary should be addressed as mother of Christ
Rejected the teachings of Nestorius,Patriarch of not Theotokos.

Constantinople.

Declared Virgin Mary as Theotokos(Mother of God).



In summary what we believe?(Few key
points)

We believe in one true God, the Holy Trinity(One God in
three divine persons).

Father,son and holy spirit present at the time of creation of
the world and taken on different roles.

The human and divine nature of Jesus are not separate but

one.
Virgin Mary is the mother of God(Theotokos).




